DRAFT FOR EXAMPLE ONLY-Chadwick Center-San Diego


San Diego County Child Protection Team 
Critical Item Checklist
Topic: Interview with Medical Provider: Implications of Medical Findings
Investigative Phase:  Early

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  Serious Physical Abuse or   Homicide
Who is involved?  Child protection and/or law enforcement and medical professional
Importance: High
Checklist:
In addition to typical questions, be sure to ask the following critical questions to the medical provider.
1) What history of the injuries or condition was provided and by whom?

2) Are the medical findings consistent with the history?  If not how?

3) What is the child’s prognosis?

4) What are other likely causes of the injuries noted?
5) If inflicted, what is the likely time frame in which it happened?

6) How would the child have acted in the minutes, hours, and/or days after the incident (s)?

7) What further steps are needed before the medical assessment is complete?
8) Are there any other medical explanations for these findings you are considering?
San Diego County Child Protection Team 
Critical Item Checklist

Topic: What information to seek in Minimal Facts Field Interview
Investigative Phase:  Early

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  Sexual Abuse

Who is involved?  Child protection and/or law enforcement working in the field
Importance: High
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Checklist: 
Goals - Critical topics to explore in minimal facts Field Interview:

1) Is the child in pain or have any apparent physical symptoms such as bleeding?

2) General understanding of where the act or acts occurred for purposes of establishing jurisdiction.

3) Who is identified as the person responsible for any alleged abuse?

4) Any facts that would lead the interviewer to be concerned for the immediate safety of this child or others?  Threats made, use of weapons, previous acts of violence.
5) The location of any instrumentalities of the crime or any photographs or videos which may be moved or destroyed if not secured by search warrant or consent to search.
6) Identification of adults the child perceives as safe and supportive.

7) If the child is freely talking, listen and document what the child says but if the child is not freely forthcoming do not press for details in a Field Interview.
8) Schedule a Recorded Forensic Interview (see below)
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San Diego County Child Protection Team
Critical Item Checklist

Topic: How to structure the Minimal Facts Field Interview
Investigative Phase:  Early

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  Sexual Abuse and Witness to a Crime such as Domestic Violence
Who is involved?  Child Protection and/or law enforcement working in the field

Importance: High

Checklist: 

Where to conduct the interview
1) The interviewer should select a place of relative privacy and out of the hearing or visual line of persons who may seek to influence the child or who may be responsible for the events under investigation.
How to conduct the field interview

2) Slow down and take time to build rapport with the child

3) Ask short open ended questions.  Examples:
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Follow up with open ended phrases that encourage the child to provide more detail
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4) Encourage the child to talk, not the interviewer

5) Do not ask leading questions, a question that suggests an answer 
6) Maintain a friendly, but neutral, demeanor throughout the interview

7) Conclude the interview.  Thank the child and explain what will happen next
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San Diego County Child Protection Team
Critical Item Checklist

Topic: Need for Immediate Trauma Mental Health Assessment and Support
Investigative Phase:  All Phases

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  Physical Abuse, Sexual Abuse, Witness to Violence

Who is involved?  Child Protection, law enforcement, medical provider, interviewer 

Importance: High
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The critical issues to consider during the investigation:

Checklist:

1) Does the child articulate any thoughts about harming his/herself?  

2) Does the child indicate any significant fear for his or her safety or the safety of others even after physical safety is established?

3) Is the child reporting nightmares, intrusive thoughts, flashbacks, avoiding specific places and people who remind them of the trauma, exaggerated startle response, or disrupted sleep patterns since the event(s).
4) Was the child shot, stabbed, or sexually penetrated?

5) Did the child see someone they are close to (parent, sibling, grandparent, etc.) shot, stabbed, sexually assaulted, or killed or had reason to truly fear for the caregiver’s life?

6) Was the child alone with a dead body?

7) Does the child or youth react in extreme ways to minor events or everyday events that may be reminding them of tramuatic events (traumatic triggers and reminders)?
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San Diego County Child Protection Team 
Critical Item Checklist

Topic: Placing a Hospital Hold
Investigative Phase:  Early

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  Serious Physical Abuse or Neglect

Who is involved?  Child Protection Hotline, ER Worker, and Rady Children’s Hospital
Importance: High

Checklist 
1. Is there immediate risk to the child if he or she was to be removed from the hospital?
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2. Does the child’s legal guardian (parent or otherwise) represent a risk to the child or is at risk of acting against the child’s interest?
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San Diego County Child Protection Team
Critical Item Checklist

Topic: Arranging a SART Exam at Rady Children’s
Investigative Phase:  Early

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  Sexual Abuse 
Who is involved?  Law enforcement working 

Importance: High
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San Diego County Child Protection Team
Critical Item Checklist

Topic: Arranging a SART Exam at Rady Children’s Hopsital

Investigative Phase:  Early

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  Sexual Abuse 
Who is involved?  Law enforcement working 

Importance: High
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1. Call - 858-966-8951 to schedule an exam and/or to alert Chadwick medical staff of your estimated arrival time
2. Proceed to Building 24-1st floor
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1. Call - 858-966-8800 to alert Chadwick medical staff of your estimated arrival time
2. Proceed to Emergency Department upon arrival to check in.
3. 3. Chadwick medical team will meet child and law enforcement at ED and escort them to Chadwick for exam
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1. Call - 858-966-8800 to alert hospital you are on the way.  They will page the SART team. And get them in route.
2. The ED requests that LE not directly walk into the ED Patient Care area without completing registration first. This only delays the process and diverts attention from the work of the ED staff. 
3. When LE arrives in the ED for evening or night cases, they are requested to identify themselves immediately to the Triage Nurse at Registration in the ED lobby who will initiate patient registration as soon as possible.
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Topic: 
Investigative Phase:  

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  
Who is involved?  
Importance: 

Checklist 
Topic: 
Investigative Phase:  

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  
Who is involved?  
Importance: 

Checklist 
Topic: 
Investigative Phase:  

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  
Who is involved?  
Importance: 

Checklist 
Topic: 
Investigative Phase:  

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  
Who is involved?  
Importance: 

Checklist 
Topic: 
Investigative Phase:  

Type of Abuse or Neglect:  
Who is involved?  
Importance: 

Checklist 
Definition - Field Interview:


An interview conducted in homes, schools or other locations other than a Child Advocacy Center (Chadwick Center at Rady Children’s Hospital or Palomar Hospital). This should be a “minimal facts” interview designed to establish enough information to determine immediate protective actions, if a crime may have occurred and if a forensic interview is in order.  Proper child interview guidelines should be followed.





Goal: 


Does reason exist to believe one or more acts of sexual abuse (or other forms of maltreatment) may have occurred (or there is a reasonable likelihood of risk they may occur) to proceed with the investigation and protective actions.  It is not necessary to probe for details in the field nor seek to elicit information on all acts that are alleged to have occurred; just enough information to suspect one act has occurred. If there is reason to suspect sexual abuse of a child under 13 move to the next step, which often involves scheduling a Forensic Interview.











Caution:  If the child will be referred for a forensic interview, 


limit the time of the minimal facts field interview and the 


depth of the questioning to the basics needed for immediate protective actions or community or family safety.





Action: To schedule a Recorded Forensic Interview at a CAC:





Chadwick Center, Rady Children’s Hospital – 858-966-5980





Palomar Hospital - 760-739-2150 





Do you know why I am here?


Tell me what happened.


Who was there?


What did you hear?


Tell me what he or she did?





Tell me more


What happened next?


What happened just before?	





When the following criteria are met do not conduct a minimal facts Field Interview.  GO DIRECTLY TO FORENSIC INTERVIEW





When the child is in a safe location or the physical custody of a safe individual who has the authority to transport the child to Chadwick or Palomar





When the child has made a clear allegation of sexual abuse to a reliable party who reported it to law enforcement of child protection





When there is no concern that the delay in arranging the interview will endanger the child or others or lead to the destruction of physical evidence








Action: To schedule a Recorded Forensic Interview at a CAC:





Chadwick Center, Rady Children’s Hospital – 858-966-5980





Palomar Hospital - 760-739-2150 





NOTE: All professionals interacting with victims of abuse and witnesses of serious violence are likely to encounter children and youth experiencing acute reactions to traumatic stress that would benefit from specialized mental health support. On the other hand, not all children who experience trauma require immediate short term mental health attention.  This check list is designed to guide the investigator in making a judgment of when children require a referral for trauma informed intervention or therapy. 








Immediate Action:


If yes, call Access and Crisis Line at 1-800-479-3339





Action:  If yes to any of questions 2 – 7


 


Seek Trauma Mental Health Assessment





Call ----------








Definition: Risk in this incidence could mean risk of abuse or risk of removal of inpatient medical care








Action:


CWS Worker telephones the hospital social worker and places a Hospital hold.





NOTE:  Within 48 hours of placing a Hospital Hold the County must present evidence to justify the action in Juvenile Court.  Do not place the hold unnecessarily or prematurely as that will require the presentation of evidence early in the investigative process





SART cases are seen at Rady Children’s Hospital in either the Chadwick Center or the Emergency Department depending on time of arrival.





Whenever possible, LE are requested to call ahead to notify that they are en route with a patient for a SART exam.  This will expedite the process and reduce the waiting time for law enforcement.








M-F Day 


(8 AM-5 PM): Exam at Chadwick Center. 





Registration and Exam at Chadwick Center.


Call ahead - 858-966-8951�
M-F Evenings 


(5 PM- MN) Sat, Sun & Holidays (8 AM-MN): 


Registration in ED and Exam at Chadwick Center.


Call ahead - 858-966-8800�
All nights (Midnight-


8 AM): Both 





Registration and Exam in ED


Call ahead - 858-966-8800�
�






Note: Calling ahead allows the ED or Chadwick Center to identify and notify the medical staff who will be involved with the SART exam. This is especially important at night. It should facilitate the exam starting more quickly when LE actually arrives on site with the patient.











Action: When LE arrives in the ED for evening or night cases, they are requested to identify themselves immediately to the Triage Nurse at Registration in the ED lobby who will initiate patient registration as soon as possible. Registration is committed to accommodate LE as quickly as possible, while still meeting the needs of acute patients who may need urgent medical care first.





The ED requests that LE not directly walk into the ED Patient Care area without completing registration first. This only delays the process and diverts attention from the work of the ED staff. 





In either location, the physicians who perform the SART exam are those from the Chadwick Center Child Protection Team.











Action:  If in doubt of the need for an acute exam after hours please call and request to consult with the on call child abuse physician to discuss the need and evidentiary value of the child to be seen right away vs. a scheduled appointment during regular clinic hours





Call------------





SART cases are seen at Rady Children’s Hospital in either the Chadwick Center or the Emergency Department depending on time of arrival.





Whenever possible, LE are requested to call ahead to notify that they are in route with a patient for a SART exam.  This will expedite the process and reduce the waiting time for child and law enforcement.








Monday to Friday from 8 AM-5 PM  


Registration and Exams are located at Chadwick Center (building 24). 








Monday to Friday Evenings (5 PM- Midnight) 


Sat, Sun & Holidays (8 AM-Midnight): 


Registration in Rady Children’s Emergency Department and Exam will be conducted at Chadwick





All nights (Midnight-8 AM): 


Both Registration and Exam in Emergency Department 











Note: Calling ahead allows the ED or Chadwick Center to identify and notify the medical staff who will be involved with the SART exam. This is especially important at night. It should facilitate the exam starting more quickly when LE actually arrives on site with the patient and reduce your waiting time.











Action: Registration is committed to accommodate LE as quickly as possible, while still meeting the needs of acute patients who may need urgent medical care first.





In either location, the physicians who perform the SART exam are those from the Chadwick Center Child Protection Team.











Action:  If in doubt of the need for an acute exam after hours please call and request to consult with the on call child abuse physician to discuss the need and evidentiary value of the child to be seen right away vs. a scheduled appointment during regular clinic hours


Call------------








